
U
N

I
T

E
D

 
V

O
I

C
E

 It’s our Birthday and we’re having a party! Mark your calendars for 
Sunday, May 23 when the United Church of Santa Fe celebrates 30 years of 
life and faith, thanks be to God!  (And plan to wear RED! It’s also Pentecost 
Sunday.)
 We’re still a young church, especially by Santa Fe’s 400-year standards. 
But we’ve packed a lot of life into the last 30 years!

 Did you know that since 1980, we have . . . 

 * Joined together in worship over 3500 times!
 * Received over 700 adults and youth into the Covenant of 
  Membership. 
 * Baptized over 160 children, youth and adults. 
 * Sung more than 12, 500 hymns, spirituals and sacred songs. 
 * ”Initiated to Adulthood” and Confi rmed 32 youth (and are ge# ing 

ready for another 12 on June 6). 
 * Helped start—and kept going-- St. Elizabeth’s Shelter, the Family Cen-

ter at the State Penitentiary, Habitat for Humanity, and the 
  Salazar/Agua Fria School Partnership. 
 * Been the fi rst United Church of Christ congregation in the 
  Southwest to become Open and Affi  rming (1994). 
 * Raised over $600,000 for Outreach funding for both local and global 

ministries. 
 * Paid off  over a half million dollars in debt and expanded our 
  building three times. 
 * Been honored by the United Church of Christ with the “Arthur      

Tappan Award,” for combining our Christian faith with our commit-
ment to justice and peace. 

 * Commissioned almost 100 youth and adults for mission trips. 
 
 That’s a lot of life! 

We hope you’ll plan on celebrating with us on May 23 as we give thanks 
for the past and re-commit ourselves to God’s future. Put it on your calen-
dar, invite a friend, and wear RED! Sunday, May 23. 
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Covenant of 
The United Church of Santa Fe

In the Lord’s name we gather together 
here in Santa Fe
 to worship and grow in the Christian
  tradition,
 to minister in love to all persons,
 to strive for justice and peace,
 to respond to God’s word.

We celebrate the heritage of Santa Fe
and give ourselves to its challenges and 
opportunities.

We endeavor to live in harmony with all 
creation as stewards of the earth.

We share in the life and mission of the 
United Church of Christ and of Christians 
everywhere.

To these purposes we unite and covenant 
with God and one another, watchful for 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Dear Friends, 

 What’s going on in your life these days? 

 Is the universe well-aligned for you? Everything working out 
as planned? Everyone doing what you would like them to do? 
Are you doing what you wished you would do? Always being the 
person you wish to be? Bo! om-line, is life what it’s supposed to 
be for you right now? 
 No? Not for me either. Probably not for any of us. And that’s 
life. 
 Virginia Satir, the psychologist who revolutionized family 
therapy said it best. “Life is not what it's supposed to be,” she 
wrote. “Life is what it is. The way you cope with it is what makes 
the diff erence.”
 We can’t control most of what happens in life—be it our per-
sonal lives, work lives, the lives of our children, our life together 
as a church, or the life we share with the human family and the 
rest of creation. 
 A volcano erupts in Iceland. Not only are thousands of people 
stranded in airports, but farmers in Africa can’t get their crops 
to markets in Europe, and their children go hungry. A CEO of a 
global bank boosts his bonus, and a small business in Santa Fe 
goes belly up. A beloved parent across the country gets sick, and a 
good friend and colleague needs to move back home. 
 “Life isn’t what it is supposed to be. Life is what is. The way 
you cope with it is what makes the diff erence.” 
 A few thousand years ago, a song-writer (maybe King David), 
off ered a similar understanding when he wrote, “The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want.” Or a more accurate translation, “I 
lack nothing.” 
 The composer of Psalm 23 knew that sometimes we’re led by 
still waters and green pastures. He also knew, more o$ en than 
not, life leads us through the valleys of the shadows, even into the 
presence of our enemies. For him, as for us, life was seldom what 
it was “supposed to be.” It always was what it was. 
 But the Psalmist also knew that wherever life led him, he was 
not alone. Like a shepherd guides a lamb, God would guide him. 
“Thy rod and thy staff , they comfort me,” he affi  rmed. Therefore 
no ma! er what life brought, he would “fear no evil.” 
 The Psalmist couldn’t change what happened in his life. Yet 
like Viginia Satir, he knew he still had choices. And he chose 
faith—faith in the One who had always been with him, faith in 
the One who fi lled his needs, faith in the One whose mercy and 
goodness would follow him all the days of his life. 
 The Psalmist ended with the affi  rmation, “I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever.” He didn’t mean just in the herea$ er, 
but the here and now, in this life—not as we think it’s supposed to 
be, but as it is. 
 Goodness, mercy, and most of all, God’s abiding presence. 
Then and now, that is the way life is. Thanks be to God. 
  Blessings, 
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What are symbols of the Resurrection? Easter 
Lilies. Eggs. Bu! erfl ies. How about the Chris-
tian community itself? For the fi rst Christians, 
simply being the Church was an act of cour-
age and faith in God’s new life. 

It still is. As we prepare to celebrate our 30th 
Anniversary as the United Church of Santa 
Fe, we’ll explore stories of the early Church. 
And we’ll fi nd they’re not that much diff erent 
from our stories, 2010 years later!

Sunday, May 2  
Who’s Welcome at the Table? 

That was the central question of the fi rst 
Christian communities. “Who could eat with 
whom?”— which was another way of ask-
ing, “Who’s clean, who’s not? Who’s in, who’s 
out?” God gave the Apostle Peter a very 
weird dream as the answer. (Acts 11:1-18). 
How do we learn—and live—that central 
truth? How has the United Church of Santa 
Fe sought to live that truth? (We also celebrate 
the baptisms of Candy and Allie Norris at 
11:00.)

Sunday, May 9  
Opening Her Heart, Opening Her House

Lydia was a merchant who sold purple (i.e., 
expensive) cloth. When the Apostle Paul came 
to her city of Philippi, she opened her heart 
to the Gospel he preached and her house so 
a new Christian community would have a 
home. (Acts 16:9-15). How does God open us? 

Sunday, May 16  
All In the Family 

In welcoming the Apostle Paul, Lydia also 
welcomed others who wanted to follow the 
new way of life Paul off ered through Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. The group included some 
odd characters—a slave girl who once ha-
rassed Paul with her power of divination 
and the jailer who had beaten Paul in prison. 
(Acts 16:16-34). Who are some of the unlikely 
people who have come through the doors of 
United (including each of us!)? This is also 
Graduation Sunday, when we recognize all 
our graduates. 

WORSHIP IN MAY:
THE RESURRECTION COMMUNITY

Pentecost Sunday, May 23
Happy Birthday, United Church! 

Happy Birthday, All Christian Churches!
On the fi rst Pentecost, God’s spirit was 
poured out on the disciples and 
the women followers of Jesus, and 
they “dreamed dreams and saw vi-
sions.” (Acts 2:1-21). On the 1,980th 
Pentecost (May 25, 1980), God’s 
spirit was poured out on the people of the 
United Church of Christ and of Santa Fe and 
they “dreamed dreams and saw visions.” 
This Pentecost Sunday, we give thanks for all 
who have “dreamed into being” the United 
Church of Santa Fe –and we recommit our-
selves to God’s future as a church. 

Memorial Sunday, May 30 
Growing Pains

It’s similar to the service a& er Easter and the 
service a& er Christmas.  The celebration oc-
curred last week!  What’s le& ?  As the dis-
ciples began to live into the realities of being 
together – some problems surfaced and grow-
ing pains emerged.  The early church encoun-
tered a time when confl icts surfaced and deci-
sions were made (Acts 15: 1-11).  What grow-
ing pains do we encounter in 2010?  How can 
we grow in faith and yet move forward at the 
same time?

COMING UP!

“STATEMENTS OF FAITH”
FRIDAY DINNER

JUNE 4

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
JUNE 6 

THE RITE OF INVITATION 
TO ADULTHOOD

SAVE THE DATE!

K k
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cont. on pg 5

Recognition of Graduates - Sunday, May 16
If you have an 8th grade, high school, college or graduate school graduate in your family, please let us know! 

Also, tell us (Drew, Brandon, or Talitha—988-3295) what your graduating students are doing next year. 

Prayers of Thanks for:
All who made Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and Eastertide such a meaningful experience...

? The Early Morning, Children’s and Youth, Sanctuary, and Bell Choirs and their Directors (Catherine 
Rorbinson, Jacquelyn Helin, Donna Clark, and Abby Railsback) for wonderful music. 

? Darlene and Jim Garton, Donna Clark, and Carolyn Burne!  for moving us visually through Lent and 
Holy Week and arranging the Sanctuary for Easter with light, color, and beauty. 

? Janice Ballard, Alissa Marquis, Brandon Johnson, Melody Encarnacion, Lara Yoder, Nyla Rasmussen,  
Jason Cossle! , and Chelsey Rehrig, the Children’s and Youth Ministry Team,  and other volunteers 
who helped Lent and Easter come alive for our youngest members.  

? All the Worship leaders (including Sunday morning and special service liturgists and readers).
? Brandon Johnson and all the Youth and Adults who participated in the Good Friday Service Project. 
? Rosanna Dill, Property & Maintanence Chair, and the many volunteers who participated in the Spring 

Cleaning Day and Easter Set-up to get the church and the grounds ready. 
? Drew Martin, for preparing 750 bulletins for Palm Sunday through Easter. 
? David LaPlantz, for the coordination and set up that makes all the programs possible!
? Donna Bauman, who folds the Sunday bulletins and sets up for Fellowship Hour every week. 
? Sharon Mecklem, who recruited extra greeters.
? All who brought Easter goodies, greeted and ushered, and did other behind-the scenes work to 

make the services fl ow and the fellowship warm. 
? And all of you who came, participated and helped us take the journey together

Prayers of Blessing and New Life for: 
? The Michaels/Northfi eld family (Pam, Karan, Ben, John, Julia) celebrating the adoption of Eleri-Clare 

and for Stefanie Kyser who provided the legal expertise for the adoption.

Prayers of Thanksgiving for:
? The life, ministry and music of Don Marsh, who died on April 10, and prayers of strength and hope 

for his partner of 50+ years, Dick Avery. A Memorial Service to give thanks for Don’s life and com-
mend his soul to God’s care will be at Westminister Presbyterian Church on Sun., May 2 at 2:00 p.m.

Healing and Hope for:
? Jeremy Richard and his family, as he recovers from surgery;  
? Albert Natonabah and his family, as he recovers from pneumonia and blood clots; 
? Jackie and John Walker following her recent hospitalization; 
? Peggy and Dave Feldt as she prepares for jaw surgery at the Mayo Clinic;
? Larry Hays and Gene Law, as Larry recovers from back surgery; 
? Joyce Graham, living with cancer;
? Eleanor Alt, confi ned to home with respiratory issues;
? Adelene Blankenship, recovering from a fractured pelvis; 
? Other persons living with chronic illnesses and those who care for them.

Prayer of Hope and Courage for: 
? Members and friends who have lost jobs or are anticipating job cuts or other fi nancial diffi  culties; 
? Families and youth dealing with addictions;  
? Members and friends going through divorce or separation. 

CARE AND CONCERN
PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH AND OUR WORLD  
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Prayers for Our World...
? For the families of the miners who lost 

their lives in mining accidents in West 
Virginia and China, the people of Mexico, 
Chile, and Haiti, recovering from earth-
quakes, for those seeking ways to help the 
survivors; the young men and women pre-
paring to deploy to Afghanistan and those 
already there and in Iraq, for their families 
and loved ones at home; for the peoples 
of Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Gaza, and 
other places wracked by war and violence. 
And prayers that the leaders of all nations 
and we ourselves might learn the ways of 
peace. 

Hospitalized? Let Us Know!
To help both the Pastoral Staff  and the 
congregational Care Team do our jobs, 
please let us know if you or another 
United member or friend are hospitalized.  
All it takes is a phone call to 988-3295.  
Thanks!

Congregational Caregivers for May
On-Call:  Pat Ri# er (466-3201)
Hospital Visitor: Nevanne Merrill (310-1821)

MUSIC NOTES
by Jacquelyn Helin, Music Director

The big news for May is the celebration of United’s 30th Birthday!  We are planning lots of special mu-
sic for May 23, which is Pentecost as well as the church’s 30th Anniversary.  Both the Early Morning and 
Sanctuary Choirs will sing that morning.  In addition, the Sanctuary Choir will be joined by the Youth 
Que? and Children’s Choir at the 11 AM service.  

We also have lots of special music for Mother’s Day, May 9.  At the 8:30 service, the Early Morning 
Choir will sing the anthems, God Be In My Head based on an Old English prayer in a poignant se# ing 
by James McGuire; and Give Me Jesus, the familiar spiritual in a great arrangement by Jack Schrader.  At 
both services, we welcome Catherine MacDonald, a talented young violinist from our congregation, 
who will play special music.  At the 11 AM service, the Sanctuary Choir will sing the popular and 
rousing How Can I Keep from Singing? and a beautiful se# ing of  I Dream a World, based on a Langston 
Hughes text.  Both May 23 and May 9 are clearly Sundays to come and enjoy great music!

 The Sanctuary Choir sings every Sunday in May.   Additional anthems includes Where Two or Three or 
Gathered, A Festival Alleluia, The Church Within Us, and the gorgeous Communion hymn Behold the Lamb, 
as arranged by Andy Albri# on. 

Finally, the Youth Que? Choir sings No Man Is An Island on May 2 at the 11:00 a.m. service.

Throughout May I will play romantic piano music by composers including Robert and/or Clara Schu-
mann, Mendelssohn, Brahms and Chopin.  Spring is always a great time for the Romantics...who 
knows, there might even be some Scriabin tucked in there!

Peace,

Jacquelyn

CARE AND CONCERN (CONT’D)  
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ADULT EDUCATION IN MAY

SUNDAY MORNING FORUMS
ADULT FORUMS—SUNDAYS AT 9:45 

As we get ready to celebrate our 30th Birth-
day of the United Church, our Sunday Fo-
rums through May provide two diff erent 
ways to go deeper in our understanding of 
“Church.” One is a series focused on the his-
tory of the United Church of Santa Fe. The 
other goes way back in history to the First 
Century for a look at the earliest Christian 
communities. 

TRACK #1
FIRST 30 YEARS OF THE UNITED CHURCH!

The United Church of Santa Fe was “born” on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 25, 1980. Jimmy Carter 
was U.S. President and Ronald Reagan was 
elected that fall. The U.S. boyco" ed the Sum-
mer Olympics in the USSR, and Archbishop 
Oscar Romero was assassinated in El Salva-
dor. In New Mexico, the big news was the 
riot at the State Penitentiary earlier that year. 
In the midst of all that, the United Church of 
Santa Fe was covenanted as a congregation of 
the United Church of Christ. 

Every generation of the Church has a story to 
tell—about the church and also about what 
was happening in the world, the nation, and 
Santa Fe during those years. This Spring, 
members and friends share those stories in 
5-year increments and create a time-line of 
our life—and faith—together. Knowing where 
we’ve come from and how God has called 
us to be faithful in the past can help us know 
how God is calling us into the future. 

Sunday, May 2: 1995-1999 
Sunday, May 9: 2000-2004 
Sunday, May 16: 2005-Now

K k

TRACK #2
FIRST 30 YEARS OF THE EARLY 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Stories NOT heard in a ‘month of Sundays!’) 

Members of our faith community will re-tell 
stories from the Acts of the Apostles with 
refl ective comments on the stories’ personal 
meanings, including group dialogue on the 
Biblical passages for the 21st century.

Facilitated by Rev. Roger Knapp members of 
our faith community will re-tell stories from 
the Acts of the Apostles with refl ective com-
ments on the stories’  personal meanings for 
them,  including group dialogue on the Bibli-
cal passages for the 21st century as the United 
Church moves toward its 30th Anniversary on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 23.

Sunday, May 9
 “Lydia (CEO of Purple, Inc.)and the Women
 of the Early Church” (Acts 16:9-15)
Sunday, May 16
 “OH, Those Corporate/Wall Street Silver-
 smiths!” (Acts 19:23-41)

“LOST CHRISTIANITIES”
5:30-7:00 pm (Wednesday, May 4 & 18)

Join us for the fi nal two evenings of a lively, 
provocative book study and discussion — 
examining writings, forgeries, heresies, and 
orthodoxies of the 2nd through 5th centuries 
of the Christian church. The study utilizes 
Bart D. Ehrman’s Lost Christianities: the Ba� le 
for Scripture and the Faith We Never Knew. 

Tuesday, May 4
 “The Arsenal and Weapons of Confl icts”   
 (chapters 9 & 10)
Tuesday, May 18
 “The Invention of Scripture: Winners, 
 Losers & Tolerance” (chapters 11 & 12)
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THANKS TO OUR DEPARTING 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY STAFF

Many thanks to departing Children’s staff . On 
May 9, we say goodbye to Children’s Choir 
Director Abby Railsback, leaving for Colorado 
this summer. At the end of May, we also bid 
Godspeed to elementary teachers Chelsey 
Rehrig and Jason Cossle" , moving back to 
Pennsylvania. Please extend your thanks to 
these fi ne Children’s Ministers!

K k

WE ARE THE CHURCH 
TOGETHER! 

Easter Season on Children’s Ministry 
The Christian Church is a sign of new life. In 
Children’s Ministry this month, we’ll explore 
stories from the early church and the United 
Church of Santa Fe that proclaim that new 
life. The scripture lessons for Children’s Min-
istry are the same as in Adult Worship. 

Sunday, May 2
  Who’s Welcome at the Table? (Acts 11:1-18). 

How do we learn—and live—God’s wel-
come to all people? 

Sunday, May 9
  Opening Her Heart, Opening Her House 

(Acts 16:9-15). How does God open our 
heart—and our homes, including our 
church home? 

Sunday, May 16
  All In the Family (Acts 16:16-34). 
  Who are some of the unlikely people who 

have come through the doors of United 
(including each of us!)? 

Pentecost Sunday, May 23
  Happy Birthday, United Church! 
  Happy Birthday, All Christian Churches!
  The Children join the Youth and Adults in 

celebrating our 30th Birthday as a United 
Church of Christ—and the 2010th Birthday 
of the whole Christian Church on Pente-
cost! 

CREATION AWARENESS 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Starting June 13, the children of United 
explore God’s creation every Sunday morn-
ing during the 10:00 am Summer Worship 
Service. YOUR leadership makes that explora-
tion possible. If you think you can help (even 
for a single Sunday), let Children’s Ministry 
Team leaders, Vickie Sewing and Nancy Wit-
ter know you’d like to help! Or sign up in the 
Community Room!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS

JANE GOODALL’S 
“ROOTS AND SHOOTS” 
TO START AT UNITED 

Dr. Jane Goodall is best known for her 
work with the chimpanzees of Africa, but 
in recent years she’s turned her a" ention 
to encouraging children and youth to care 
for their communities and the environ-
ment. Her “Roots and Shoots” programs 
have started in 22 countries—and now in 
Santa Fe! 

On April 23, members of our Chil-
dren’s and Youth Team along with chil-
dren from the Creation Care Ministry met 
with Dr. Goodall to share what we’re al-
ready doing at United and what we hope 
to do in the future. More details later, but 
we thought you’d like to know!
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YOUNG 
ADVENTURERS

“Young Adventurers” is a group 
geared toward 6th and 7th grad-
ers.  We come together to explore 
faith, have fun, and serve others.   

This month’s schedule:
 Sun., May 2  Bible Basics
  Each month we set aside one 

Sunday to become more com-
fortable with the “Holy Book.”  
It may be daunting at fi rst, but 
it’s a book that begs to be read, 
engaged, and lived out.

 Sun., May 9  Questions!
  Each month we provide one 

Sunday to ask questions, get 
answers, and delve into our 
understanding of faith. 

 Sun., May 16  Community (of 
Faith)

  What do we mean when we 
talk about Church, commu-
nity, and being together?  We 
will talk about the book of 
Acts, the early disciples, act 
out a couple of scenes, and 
learn about church today.

 Sun., May 23  30th Anniversary
  As United celebrates 30 

years in serving God, Santa 
Fe, and one another – we 
stay in worship.  It promises 
to be a lively Sunday!

 Overnight, May 14-15
  Our Spring Overnight starts 

at 6:00 p.m. on May 14.  All 
6-7 graders are welcome at 
United for a night of faith, 
games, pizza, and laughter.  
We conclude at 8:00 a.m. Sat-
urday.  Please RSVP to Bran-
don (988-3295) and bring $10.  

 Sun., May 30  Service Sunday
  Join us as we clean-up 

around the church.  Bring 
comfortable shoes! 

JOURNEY TO 
ADULTHOOD

We began May with a Retreat at 
Ghost Ranch. The month con-
tinues to focus on clarifying the 
Initiates beliefs about God, Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit, and the Church.  

The schedule for May:
 Sun., May 2  Initiates and 

Mentors
  As we journey closer to the 

Rite of Initiation it is time to 
clarify what we mean when 
we say, use, and believe in 
God.  This week will focus 
on God.  The Initiates and 
Mentors meet together.

 Sat., May 8  St. Elizabeth’s 
Shelter

  The Initiates meet at United 
at 9:45 a.m. to travel to St. E’s 
for a morning of service.  

 Sun., May 9  Jesus
  Jesus?!  Who is that guy?  

His words, life, and resur-
rection have great meaning 
– but how do we understand 
his life?

 Sun., May 16  Holy Spirit
  The Holy Spirit can seem 

like an add-on; yet, the Spirit 
is part of the Trinity!  How 
do we know the Holy Spirit?

 Sun., May 23  Church
  This Sunday, the entire com-

munity of faith celebrates 
the 30th anniversary of the 
United Church.  How do 
we live, work, worship as a 
community and what does 
that mean for you?

 Sun., May 30  Membership
  It’s time to talk about what it 

means to be a member of the 
United Church.  What is our 
covenant and what can you 
expect?  Bring your ques-
tions!

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
by Brandon Johnson

HIGH SCHOOL 
GROUP

 The High School Group at 
United off ers a myriad of ways 
to engage faith and growing up 
while having a lot of fun.  Join us 
on Sundays at 6:00 p.m.!  

Schedule for this month:
 Sun., May 2  Night Out
  It’s our monthly “Night 

Out.”  We travel to a local 
restaurant to enjoy good 
food and have a good time.  
Please bring $10.

 Sun., May 9  Service Night
  Serving others is important 

whether it’s pu% ing kits to-
gether for Haitians, serving 
at St. E’s, or preparing a meal 
for the Winter Shelter.  This 
week we will help clean up 
around the United Church.

 Sun., May 16  Discussion Night
  Each month we take a rel-

evant and o& en controver-
sial topic (politics, religion, 
culture, etc.) and engage one 
another in a healthy conver-
sation.  Join us as we engage 
our faith and the world!

 Sun., May 23  Friend Night
  Do you want to bring your 

friends and need a Sunday 
that is fun with some com-
petitive games?  Everyone 
is welcome to a% end the 
High School Group on any 
Sunday – but friend night is 
specifi cally planned for new-
comers.  Join us for pizza, 
soda, and games.

 Sun., May 30  End of the 
School Year Celebration!

  What a school year!  Join us 
for an evening to look back 
and look toward this sum-
mer and next fall!
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RITE OF INITIATION
Friday Dinner - June 4

Confi rmation Sunday - June 6
For nearly two years a group of young people 
have been participating in the Journey to 
Adulthood program.  The journey leads to the 
“Statement of Faith” Dinner on June 4 and 
the Rite of Initiation on Sunday, June 6 at 
the 11:00 am service.  During the past sev-
eral months they have continued to engage 
questions of faith and their involvement at 
United and in the wider community.  Please 
mark these dates on your calendars.  It is not 
only an important moment in the lives of our 
young people – but also in our life together.  
Please keep the Initiates and their leaders in 
your thoughts and prayers.

JUNE
NEWSLETTER

DEADLINE

MAY 14

GROUPS, GATHERINGS, AND SPECIAL EVENTS

KNITWITS
YARN-BASED OUTREACH

The Daytime Knitwits meet next on Tuesday, 
May 4, 1:00-3:00 p.m. at Martha Nelson’s 
house (2220 Calle Alvarado). Please call    
Martha (983-0682) to RSVP and get directions. 
All welcome!

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY
We meet on Tuesdays, May 5 and May 19 
at 10:00 a.m. to discuss The House at Otowi 
Bridge, by Peggy Pond Church. Call Sharon 
Mecklem (474-4999) for more details.

LGBT GROUP
We meet on Thursday, May 6 at 5:30 p.m. For 
more info, please contact Lori Saunders at 
lolinc@earthlink.net.

SLEEPLESS IN SANTA FE/
KID’S NIGHT

Parents of young children (and the kids, too!) 
are invited on Saturday, May 8, 5:00-6:30 
p.m., for our monthly pot luck gathering 
and discussion of faith-based parenting. Call 
Drew Martin (988-3295) or Nyla Rasmussen 
(986-1848) to RSVP.

SWINGING SENIORS LUNCH
The “Swinging Seniors” meet again for lunch 
at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, May 11 at Red Lob-
ster. Call Dell to RSVP (983-1393). 

“EXPLORING MEMBERSHIP” RETREAT - SAT., MAY 15
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED - SUN., MAY 23
 

On Saturday, May 15, you’re invited to a retreat on “Exploring Membership in the United 
Church of Christ.” Open to everyone, the retreat is designed for persons interested in joining 
United. We’ll explore more deeply where you are on your faith journey and what it means 
to join the church and “own the covenant.” Please RSVP to the church offi  ce (988-3295) by 
Wednesday, May 12. 

We are also receiving new members into the United Church community on Pentecost Sun-
day, May 23—our 30th Anniversary. Again, if you’re interested, please speak with either Talitha 
or Brandon. Thanks! 

If you’re interested in the retreat or in joining the church, but these dates don’t work for you, 
please let us know that, too. Thanks. 
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF 
SHARING

 Each year we set aside one Sunday for the 
United Church of Christ’s One Great Hour of 
Sharing, which is part of Our Church’s Wider 
Mission (OCWM).  It is the special mission 
off ering of the United Church of Christ that 
carries God’s message of love and wholeness 
to people in more than eighty countries.  This 
off ering allows the United Church of Christ, 
in partnership with other organizations, to 
provide a myriad of needs including advo-
cacy, emergency help, and small business 
micro-credit, to name a few resources.
 How can you participate in this ministry?  
On May 16 we will refl ect upon this impor-
tant work and take up the special off ering.  
This is not the only time to donate!  If you are 
unable to be present in worship on the 16th, 
please send all donations to the church offi  ce.  
Questions?  Contact Brandon (988-3295).
 

IMMIGRATION FILM
 The participants in the Adult Mission Trips 
to Southern Arizona and Northern Mexico 
continue to engage the questions: “What now 
and what next?”  This summer the United 
Church of Santa Fe will host a viewing of The 
800 Mile Wall.
 The 800 Mile Wall is a fi lm focusing on the 
wall and immigration along the Southern bor-
der of the United States.  Please look for more 
information in upcoming newsle& ers.  Ques-
tions?  Contact Brandon (988-3295).

ST. ELIZABETH’S SHELTER 
DINNER

Tuesday, May 18, 5:30 pm
 Tuesday, May l8, is United’s turn to pro-
vide dinner for residents of St. Elizabeth’s 
Shelter.  Our home-cooked meals are always 
appreciated.  Please sign up on the sheet in 
the Community Room.
 Please bring your food to the front offi  ce of 
the Shelter by 5:30 pm on May l8. Questions?  
Call Barbara Cerino at 989-1565.

HOSPITALITY HINTS
FOR THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY
“Protestant writer Frederick Buechner 

muses, ‘The life I touch for good or ill will 

touch another life, and that in turn another, 

until who knows where the trembling 

stops or in what far place my touch will be 

felt.’  Our acts have reverberations which 

are felt way beyond our imagining.”

from Spiritual Literacy by Frederic and 
Mary Ann Brussat, and Your Membership 
Development Ministry Team

OUTREACH AND INVOLVEMENT

From the Earth Ministry Team

Organic bananas, grown by 450 farmers in the 

El Guapo Co-op of southwest Ecuador, are now 

being shipped to U.S. supermarkets. Watch for 

the Equal Exchange sticker on bananas when 

you shop.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP 

POSSIBILITIES 
Julie Ann Grimm, Chair, and other members 
of the Nominating Commi& ee (Nyla Rasmus-
sen, Kevin Garre& , and Talitha Arnold) are 
hard at work developing the Ministry Team 
and Council slate for the Annual Meeting on 
June 14. The following Ministry Teams all 
have openings: Children’s and Youth; Parish 
Life, Worship, Property and Maintenance, 
Finance and Stewardship, Outreach, Adult 
Education. If you’d like more information 
about the Ministry Teams, please speak with 
any of the Nominating Commi& ee members.

CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION
The Chautauqua Institute accepted Brandon 
Johnson as a Fellow into the New Clergy 
Program this summer.  The program seeks to 
bring together a number of new clergy to en-
large their sense of ministry, provide resourc-
es, and build community.  Brandon will join 
other clergy during the week of August 7th for 
lectures, workshops, and worship.
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1804 Arroyo Chamiso - Santa Fe, NM 87505

Phone: 505-988-3295 Fax: 505-988-2353
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Welcome to The United Church of Santa Fe

 The United Church of Santa Fe invites you to join us as we grow in faith and hope.  We are a part of 
the United Church of Christ, a progressive and inclusive Christian tradition whose roots are the congre-
gational and Reform Churches that historically emphasized freedom of thought and belief as well as a 
commitment to the community.
 Our purpose is “to gather as Christians to experience and share the transforming power of God’s 
love in our lives, our life together in the community faith, and in the world.” We are many individual 
members, each with diff erent gi" s to off er and contributions to make.  We are also one body in Christ, 
members of one another.
 As an expression of the practice and conviction of this congregation, we declare ourselves to be an 
“open and affi  rming church,” welcoming people who share a faith journey with Christ and who share 
with us the covenant that binds us together regardless of age, gender, race and ethnic background, 
mental or physical disability, or sexual orientation.  We welcome you!

Sunday Morning at United
8:30 a.m. Communion Service
9:45 a.m. Adult Forums, Youth Confi rmation, Children’s Choir
11:00 a.m. Worship Service with Special Music, Young Adventurers, Children’s Ministry
 (Holy Communion is celebrated at this service on the fi rst Sunday of the month)
6:00 p.m. High School Youth Group

Nursery care off ered throughout Sunday mornings


